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for that purpose often showed him his little child, the fruit of their marriage;
and continually pulled and held him back till he, having rebuked her,
desired Zoticus, a zealous Christian, to keep her behind. At the place of
execution he called for her, and embracing his son and looking up to
heaven said, " Lord, all-powerful God, take this child into thy special
protection/1 Then, with a check to his wife for her base cowardice, he
bade her go away in peace, because she could not have the courage to see
him die. The wife of Nicander continued by his side, exhorting him to
constancy and joy. " Be of good heart, my lord," said she; " ten years
have I lived at home from you, never ceasing to pray that I might see
you again. Now am I favoured with that comfort, and I behold you going
to glory, and myself the wife of a martyr. Give to God that testimony
you owe to his holy truth, that you may also deliver me from eternal death ":
meaning that, by his sufferings and prayers, he might obtain mercy for her.
The executioner, having bound their eyes with their handkerchiefs, struck
off their heads on the 17th of June.

Faith and grace made these martyrs triumph over all considerations
of flesh and blood. They did not abandon their orphan babes, to whom
they left the example of their heroic virtue, and whom they committed
to the special protection of their heavenly Father. We never lose what
we leave to obey the voice of God. When we have taken all prudent
precautions, and all the care in our power, we ought to commend all
things with confidence to the divine mercy. This ought to banish all
anxiety out of our breasts. God's blessing and protection is all we can
hope or desire: we are assured he will never fail on his side; and what can
we do more than to conjure him never to suffer us by our malice to put any
obstacle to his mercy ? On it is all our reliance for the salvation of our souls.
How much more ought we to trust to his goodness in all other concerns.

The following feasts are celebrated on June 17 :

ST AVITUS or Aw, Abbot, whose happy death occurred about the year 530: ST BOTOLPH
and ST ADULPH, two noble English brothers who travelled into the Belgic Gaul, where St Adulph
became Bishop of Maestricht and St Botolph an Abbot greatly beloved as being " humble, mild
and affable " : ST MOLINGUS, alias DAIRCHILLA, one of " the four prophets of Ireland " : ST
NICANDER and ST MARCIAN, martyrs: and ST PRIOR, hermit, a native of Egypt and one of the
first disciples of St Anthony.
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ST MARCUS AND ST MARCELLIANUS, MARTYRS
(A.D. 286)

[From the acts of St Sebastian.   See Tillemont, t. iv.; Baronius ad an. 286, n. 25.]

MARCUS and MARCELLIANUS were twin brothers of an illustrious family
in Rome, had been converted to the faith in their youth, and were honour-
ably married. Diocletian ascending the imperial throne in 284, soon